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Symphony 
Corporate House 

odo Designs is an architecture firm set up in 
the year 2002 in Ahmedabad, India. The firm 
derives its name from a latin word ‘MODO’ 
which means ‘of its time’. For the team, design 
is a participatory and an exploratory process -  a 
process of research, exploration and refinement. 
It involves initial spontaneous response in a 
design, coupled by open ended explorations. 

The team comes out with concepts that are 
developed in response to various characteristics 
like purpose, place and people. Their architecture 

M

IN DETAIL

is based on clear identity and local nuances. 
Inspirations and peculiarities are gathered 
from place or people and incorporated into 
their designs. It is about making an effort to 
understand and reveal the reality of things 
through a poetic expression. 

An essential concern for them has been to 
develop an architectural environment that are 
of qualitative character. The firm’s vision is to 
develop innovative, imaginative and sensible 
designs with an emphasis on construction 
finesse and it is this ideology and work ethic of 
theirs that are truly evident in the design and 
execution of the Symphony Corporate building.

The project, located near S G Highway, 
Ahmedabad, India is intended to bring all 
the activities of the company and its entire 
workforce under one roof with a unique design 
in which the all spaces open into a central 
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courtyard. The core idea was to connect all 
working areas through this open court which 
is an archetypal space of Indian architecture 
and thereby create a visual continuity of spaces 
and a sense of commune. The courtyard itself 
opens through a slit into the direction of the 
rising sun, allowing modulations of natural 
light along the day. It also allows the north and 
south bay to have cross ventilation and ample 
natural light in both the bays.
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The western edge has the service bay 
and becomes a buffer that resists intense 
heat during summer while the east, 
north and south edges modulate through 
mass and void along glass and exposed 

rcc walls. The facades express itself 
through horizontal floorwise variations 
according to the function that it holds 
behind -  stark at lower level which holds 
the R&D unit and the meeting rooms, 
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while the intermediate and upper 
levels are kept open  which holds the 
staff areas and private cabin. The rcc 
walls with  air cavity and the double 
layered windows helps to reduce heat 
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gain and energy consumption. 
This in turn helps to maintain a 
cool and pleasant micro-climate 
inside the structure. The central 
courtyard has a tensile canopy 
that regulates sun penetration, 
yet allowing fragments of sun, 
sky and rain through the central 
slits. The work space here is 
intended to be light and airy, 
with different bays and areas 
connected visually through a 
court, creating sense of oneness 
and an office space with a 
refreshing feel incorporating 
unique design elements.

3D EXPLORATION PROCESS
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